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Stars of the Week
Congratulations to the 
following people who 

received awards this week: 
Nursery: 

Reception: 
Year 1: 

Year 2
Year 3: 
Year 4: 

Year 5
Year 6: 

Head’s News… Happy New Year!
It is so wonderful to be back at school, to see our children 
thriving and striving to be the very best that they can be. It was 
an absolute privilege to have been away on residential in 
Kilvrough with our Year Six pupils, to watch them grow, become 
independent, resilient and to use effective communication to help 
their team to overcome barriers. Thank you to all of the Year Six 
children and to Miss Callan.
We have entered into a special period within the church as we 
are entering into the Year of Jubilee. The Holy door at St Peter's 
Basilica in Rome was opened on Christmas Eve by Pope Francis 
to mark the start. The Year of Jubilee will continue throughout 
2025 and finish on the 6th January 2026. We will be 
organising lots of joint activities and celebrations within the 
school, the parish and across the MAC and we look forward to 
you joining us on our pilgrimage of hope journey throughout the 
Jubilee Year. It is a particular year set aside to encourage the 
faithful to embark on a pilgrimage, to repent their sins and 
forgive the sins of others, and to renew a focus on the spiritual 
life. It will be an exciting year ahead for us to share together.

Attendance to 10th January 2025
(we always report a week behind)

EYFS 97.8% Year One 95.8%

Year Two 98.1% Year Three 99.1%

Year Four 89.5% Year Five 95.6%

Year Six 99.2% Whole School 96.1%

House Points
Earth: 329(3731)
Water: 331(3710)
Air: 384(3765)
Fire: 358(3802)

Jesus' baptism was the beginning of 
his special mission from God. It 

showed that he was ready to serve 
as God's chosen helper, even though 

he had done nothing wrong. By 
being baptized, Jesus chose to stand 
with everyone who makes mistakes 
and needs forgiveness. He is like the 
Lamb of God, sent to take away the 

sins of the world.



Joy
In this Sunday’s Gospel below, we read from 
the Gospel of John. John does not record 
many of Jesus’ miracles, so why is this 
miracle of changing water into wine given so 
much importance?
It is important for us to know that, although 
divine, Jesus was also human and enjoyed 
human happiness. In the Gospel, Jesus helps 
out the unfortunate bridegroom whose 
wedding celebrations are on the verge of 
disaster because they’re about to run out of 
wine. Jesus’ miracle brings joy to his own 
mother and gives a joyful celebration to the 
whole village.

Safeguarding
If you have concerns that a child may be in immediate danger, call the police on 999 
or MASH on 0345 050 7666.
If you have safeguarding concerns about a child or family, please do not hesitate to 
contact us on 01295 263740 and ask to speak to a member of the safeguarding team. 
Alternatively, you can email our DSL (Maureen Collier) directly:
familysupport@st-johns-banbury.oxon.sch.uk 

No Birthdays this week!
There is some truly 
excellent sporting 
activities taking place 
this year, and as a 
school, we are fully 
embracing this. Our 
children begin to train 
as Junior Active 
Leaders from Year Six 
and it has been so 
wonderful to see last 
year cohort having the 
opportunity to work 
with St John’s again. 
Our Year Six cohort 
this year are already 
showing their skill set 
off and were brilliant 
with our Year One 
children.

mailto:familysupport@st-johns-Banbury.oxon.sch.uk


Early Years Class News

Year One Class News

Year Two Class News

This week, inspired by a lot of 
new year haircuts, we have 
opened the Early Years Hair 
Salon. It is very well equipped 
and many treatments are 
available, the children have 
thoroughly enjoyed creating 
lots of creative hairstyles on 
each other and staff. This 
lovely area has inspired lots of 
rich language and 
conversations and Reception 
have created pricelists and 
posters to entice a regular 
stream of customers.

This week, Year 1 explored The Bear and the Piano, 
focusing on identifying verbs, suffixes, and adverbs. To 
reinforce our learning, we added new lines to our 
English Rap! In PE, we had a fantastic time with Mr. 
Mawn, creating and sharing short gymnastics routines 
during our indoor lessons. Finally, we concluded our 
Christmas unit in RE, with a highlight being our 
roleplay of the Annunciation story. 

 THE CALMING OF THE STORM 
Year 2 have focused on two wonderful miracles of Jesus this week. We have 
explored the Wedding Feast at Cana and the Calming of the Storm. The children 
worked fantastically to identify both the words and actions of Jesus within these 
two miracles and performed some fantastic role play to showcase this. We now 
understand that Jesus has mighty strength to perform these amazing miracles!



Year Five Class News

Year Six Class News

Year Three Class News
This week in Year 3 we have been 
looking at the significance and 
symbolism of the crib.
We looked at how the Saviour was 
born in cattle shed into poverty and 
how this shows he was born for all 
people rich or poor.

Year Four Class News
 In our maths lessons, we have been 

exploring patterns in our times tables. 
We've worked super hard on noticing the 
relationship between multiples of 3 and 6 
and this week have introduced patterns in 
the 9 times tables too! We now know that 
all of the even multiples of 3 make up our 6 
times table and we've learnt to use a digit 
sun divisibility test to check if a number is 
divisible by 3, 6 or 9 by adding the digits in 
the number (ask us all about it because we 
LOVED learning this!)  Some seriously 
impressive understanding this week!!! Well 
done Year 4 

This week Year 6 enjoyed their first All Stars cricket session. 
Today we focused on bowling. We completed a number of 
different activities that helped refine our skills and we even had 
a go at bowling at the wicket keeper and stumps. It was 
strange at first having to bowl with our arm straight but with 
the help of our coach we soon got the hang of it!

We have welcomed Miss Cladingboel into Year 5 as she 
continues her  second year of Teacher Training with us at St 
John's. She kicked off our new Geography Topic, "Sow, 
Grow and Farm," with a great lesson on Land use. The class 
became town councillors deciding on the best site for 
allotments by studying the land and facilities of various 
sites. A vote at the end of the lesson brought the discussion 
to a close. Art has all gone a bit Picasso as we have been 
imitating continuous line drawings of creatures. Trying to 
create an animal with as simple a line as possible, was a fun 
challenge. Here are some of our attempts.



KEY DATES
7th January 2025 School begins – School opens at 8:45am

16th January 2025 Year 3 & 4 Badminton at BGN

23rd January 2025 Year 5 & 6 Athletics at BGN

27th January 2025 Year 6 Junior Citizens trip

30th January 2025 Storyteller Event!

5th February 2025 Year Four Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

6th February 2025 Year 3 & 4 Athletics at BGN

12th February 2025 Year One Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

14th February 2025 School finishes for half term at 3:20pm

17th – 21st February 2025 FEBRUARY HALF TERM

24th February 2025 INSET DAY – School closed to pupils

25th February 2025 School beings – School opens at 8:45am

5th March 2025 Year Three Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

7th March 2025 Author Visit

12th March 2025 EYFS Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

13th March 2025 Athletics Finals at BGN

19th March 2025 Year Six Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

20th March 2025 Year 2 Football at BGN

24th March 2025 Reception and Year 6 Vision Screening

26th March 2025 Year Two Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

2nd April 2025 Year Five Class Assembly – all invited 9:05am

4th April 2025 School finishes for Easter half term at 1.30pm

7th – 21st April 2025 EASTER HALF TERM

TUESDAY 22nd April 2025 School begins – School opens at 8:45am
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Among children – and especially teenagers – TikTok boasts approximately 220 
million users, providing a near-endless reel of short clips intended to entertain, 
educate and more. However, along with its enormous userbase comes a 
significant number of possible risks: Ofcom have dubbed it the most likely app 
on which teen users would potentially suffer harm.

With the platform reaching astronomical levels of success among the younger 
generation, it’s vitally important for parents and educators to understand the 
risks it poses. This free guide lets you know about the most prominent potential 
dangers associated with TikTok and offers expert advice on how to safeguard 
youngsters who are navigating the site.
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